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Vo VI

How and Why of Things

Whale Lhe first of creation, the image and keness,
levels il vitics and all bt destrovs tsell, nature and
pring. he troe reconstrnetionises, have began Lieir
wril-ordered tadk of hedling the woussls that winter in-
Hrted on the Jower fonns of bird awld svimal §fe

On eveey band we soe untwre a1l work orinTing 1o
ming fouti i guimatity her vanous himls,

We shall devote much of this wsue of Kaksas Fisg
wvn Grane wo 0 boel diseossion of that wbyjoet

Ducks

Lo Lo sartiete we aleawd fo dlisouss Lrielly e mating
il nesling habits of o dew pand il over dueles
otuon to Inasas durig Hie spring wod (01 migea-
dems Dhueks oo thuught to seloet new ales eviry
easin, The aecon) matmyg seb miny wke pluee prioe
oothee elart of the speiug wigrsldon, ae it proeoeds
dlomge tbe course or nob wtll the Joursey has heen cora-
sl Chee Live nesling areps Linve boon menohos,
soweer, little Lime b2 loet v selocling sultabie nesting
dbes indd m the comviemdion oF neats. Posl unel viveg
tocks=, auh vaceprion of the Waom! Dneke, an
rroond neetors,  Tunl single excoption alomg wilh the
Rullebenl, Ameriean Goldenoye, Hooded Mergonser
wid othier=, 1% w0 e freed Leew nester

IThring the ne<ting periml cggy ane dropgeyd inta the
nest on sncecssive layy wnd -ﬁmhmn-u teging in car-
serl s ller the normal vlateh bas been eompletinl.  The
nies of cere ususliy [owwl in noals 8 ws lolows
Maullaxds, 5 10 12; Teals, W to 12; Canvasbawks 7 to
i0: Wood Dincks, 6 to 21, Redbiends, 10 1o 15 nml
Pintails, ¥ 1o 10, The tncubation penod vares foom
21 v 28 aavs. Daly one brond is raiwd carch season

Whem the docklings see in their thinl week [hey
segin to noquire Hlnar fivsl Testhers, or Suvenile ploo-
age. They then woull fmm the jusenic ro winiter
Mumage M ois oot umseal, Deavlone, oo el dockes
g the carly it wontle v various siagts of
il Unly one brood s endeed cach sonson,

Male dueks, for Uas most part, ke uo part in the
o el rateing of Lhetr yonng, Doy th nicnbe-
Son peied of ey summer (e mnies gaehure it
Morks snd go tarough e onleats of o daibiv moni.
Diving the frst moult ey shud tha it plumage

Dave Leany, Jw, Asst. Divecior

Fronvaey 24, 1944 II

FanLasn ATKINS, .\-rmrary

ul winder, asuming sm inFonsprtuntus dies similar to
that of the adull fexale. During e scrond monlt
whivh oreurs during (ke Jatter parl of Augusd or carly
Sepiember, the drabcs 2gxin as=ume the brlliane eolors
#n tnmiliar o Bansas lustere. Tae Teminle undergoes
hier firet monlt durime the =priog and winfer months
anl & =rond dunue the eacy =umaoer naneas,  Sep-
tember fineds the Senale i D] culunmal plomage,

Canada Goose

The Csnsda Geose = presamaed to mnte {or |ife,
The mest of Lhis fine game bird & asually o diepression
in the eronnd Lined with whatever wmaterinl can hie
fomnd mear bpee The wsual nuniber of sggs aid by e
pesting hem te five or s Tue neshurion period
Iron 23 Lo 28 layvs.

The gancer dees nol lake wnoselive purroin the
aelinu ] ineubation ol eges He da, nevorthelies, alwiys
v al Tond durioge that proeess oo peotect Lhe
awd Lheic vonng fron possible dangors

The conrtship of u Canada Goose 15 draeribed
graphieally by Auwdibon as Zollows: It W extermely
arrusing to witness tae courtship of the Canada Gooss
in all its stgges; sad lot me assnee you, reader, Lhnt
althongh a sinder doez oot st before s beloved
wilh Ll pomposity of a Sarkey, o7 Lhe grace of adove
his Wa¥s are quile as agreeable to Ui ledanie of Lie
clanee. 1 can imagire before mic one who line jusl
aecomplished the defent of apother wae 4fter w
stroggle of half sn Sonr or mome.  He advancc gal-
antly toward the object of comtention, ks head
sturrey rascd an iveh from the pronnd, hie bill apen
to 1ts Ml strcteh. bis fleshy wagne elevatod, his eVes
durling Bery glances, #06 a= e moves e hiscos lomily,
while ihe emotinn which e experience roecy hix
quills 1o ke and bis fepther= 1o ristle.  Now he s
elose to her whn i hiz eves i= all Tovelinese: his neck
bepding wracefully m a’l diveciions, pusses all arcgud
per. urel veeazionslly touchis ner body ; and as whe
congratulytes wm on BiE viclory, and acknowhedyes
s afleelion, ey woee their aeoks in s bundss) oun-
s ways At chis momenl Beree palousy urges the
anfestod gader to renew his edorte bo oblain hie love :
e udvanees o pace, his ove Boving with Ui fire ol
rage; b shakes his beosl wings, 10llles npr Dy whole

1
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Cottontails

plumage, and n= e rushes on the fue himes with Lite
itlensly ol anger Tho whole Hovk seents T #lund
aniseed, and opening up u Tpuee, thue Dieds wathies
round to view the enubal. The tada bind who Jus
Leen cateesing lig e seprvely duigns to take nolies
of lus foe, bait seems 1o send o seortful glanee toward
Lt He ol the morilied foohings, howavir, vises lins
bodv. hall apens hi= sinewy wings und witli a power-
fill Blow, semdde forti lin achanie. The allfront cuunnt
he hopne in thie prescnee of so Intge a cunipuny, mor
mdeed 18 ere mreh disposition o bienr ot innny €
sutnstanecs, e bBlow s yoturned witl vigor, U g
presepr recls [or u woment, bt ke snon pecovers, wd
dow Lhw combul cages, Were tac wampons igam
drndly, fents of chivaley would now L performed; us
ik, thmst aad hiow syvoped oueh other fike tlu
arokes of bummers driven Ly shurdy forgers.  But
. the mated pander bas cought liold ol s pndne-
untsl’= head with his bill: no Winidog ean eling faster
0 his vieling; De squeezes huo b all the enitey ul
rage, lashes him with bis powerful wings, nnd at
lenulin doves lume away, spreads out his pinjons, runé
wilh juy 1o Jae mawe, and fills the aie with ores al
evultatinn,

Skunks

About the anting and denmng habite of this fur-
beater vory little 1 known What we have read of
the subjeet arc nof facts, but sioply surmises and
CrjIaTentLe.

It 3¢ a koown facl, huwever, taal aelual mating s
preceded by eooths wnid oisw combots maonyg the wle
Such struggles [or mate: nre mul uidly eonsidensi Lo be
genlicinenly afinire as ncithey cotnbatant resorls L the
diselnree of must, their mest porent weanon

Other kuown inets regreding this animnl e The
gretation poried rejuires @ dave. The young, when
barn, are alout the sige of n sl moust. A sadnred
mnther will produce ne WAy ay 16 young duriog s
conenn.  The breeding setson extends frow February
o Jnoe.

KANSAR FISH AND GAME

biressling lnhirz
[rom thres Lo fonre Qunes dhurma u single season. Natu-
ruliste. for the niast parl, fimly believe thil n new
mute = selled for each broeding trme. e sonng
appear in munbers, as 8 resiiot of caeh birectling, from

coltonlail wually is a seralehel oul Liode or hurrow

The cottontails nppear ta he very luose in thew
(L §= ool unum Jor them to brecd

fuur o seven, seldin less than three. 1 he growlh pnd
larity of e young i very rapid. 1he nesd of the

well eoneeslod frow e prying wyes of [riend and loe.
‘The mother eollonisil weumes fuil responsibiliny oe
the prepanton of nesis and the welfare of the young,

Doves

Tl mating and nesling habite of this pigean-Hike
bird, beloved by all. ane intereeting and well known
Uwring the pairing seasen the malo cireles and snils
ahove the ohject of hie affeetion uttering the mourn-
ful lnve eall presuniably so ploasing To the femnle

In lcansis these birds nest from enrly Moy to IRty
Augist, often o carly Sepember.  Nosts are irail-like
srrnidures of sl twigs eeected on Ui brgnchies of
low Lrece in dense thickets, on the groumwd and in muny
of ey places

The two while pgps ordinarily Jad require from friit-
toen Lo sixteen dave menbation. The Hated paie pemain
frue ant devoted to each other during tee antite
DeSLITE: SCASOT, FAISLITE B ANy s Wiree Yeoods duriog ©
that time  The twastlipes reguire el purentul eare s
and strention during the three weeks they temmim o
their nests,

The young hirds fake their fonsl inixesd with light=
colored fuad eatled “pigeon milk' from the porents
crop. The vouny are slow in acquiring thelr powes S
of Mght, but =uch faculties are strong and (ully de
voloped befare the fall migration s biegam.  In prope-
ratiom for tha! anmual evend i%e binls paemble and 58
congregiie family group, 1

Swans

The Whastling and ‘I'nospeter Swans ane the Lrud
waans of North Amerien.  The Mate Swan ol stln
lukes. cily parks and game sanctaarice are o European
iportation.  Here, with u gpinit of natiena fistie prede 8
we disonse one of the Norih Ameriean  hinds, the
WhisE ing Hwan,

Pressire o drastic reduetion in their former numbare,
thie Whistling Swan etill oxiets in eomparative abnn-
dunce. Thew, like the athor menibers ol thiedr Tnmily,
wite for RBfe.  Thear eluteh of e wamally b
frot two o soven, more often two L five The yeriold]
oi incubation fs said to roquere irom 39 Lo 40 daoye
Pheir favorite nesting srounds are (he counete of kel
of the far frosen turth where the eygnee grow 4nt
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develop under Lhe midmght sen until the [all nogra-
L1
The sonthward Qight wsually 15 vnder way by Lhe
latrer purl ol Seplember or very ecarly October. Of
cheir spirmng moeralion uorthward, Elliott (1081 says
AL the sdvenl of spring Whe swan bogin o ahow slgns
ol unenainess, and to make prepacatrons [or Lherr long
jourmney to the uolinward, They gather in Jarge Mocks
f!!ni jin=s el of III.I'IF Lie Ilﬁ_i‘ﬂlhi: their foutiers,
keeping up & constunl fJow of loud notes, us tiumgh
hsenssing the pecinl of their departure and the miethul
aud direction of shenr comse. A lengeh all being m
reddiness, wilh load sgereams find mauy ‘who-"wano's,
Lhey moun! inln tae air, ani o luhg nnes wWmg thrir
way toward toear |rri--'1|l||=~ I»l;.t'n.- amid the froren
north

Concerntug e courtehip of the ewan, A, M. Koy,
wlo witiesesd e display in Alnska, 35 rueted by
Rent (125 = Jollows

“I wilnesscd ne pleasing a performance ud b Jias
been v privilege to ser. e tndre was sUH elotied
i ite winter eony of white, althongn pools ol beillian
colirz Dl Formed hove and theee by Llie welbing Ao
Iowis ot Toight of thie spriog wbgration, with Jion-
dvceds ol wuow poese, bl beown eranes and ghove
bivale i mrphd cootiooally. Then, Tae ook on the tunedes
I Livsard w dilTorwmt I'n”, i l'ilunuring. lul::‘»’ﬂ:iuﬁ, |.-u11,
Geet (ol wed gowd sod weadualiy dyioge down Witk
Giae s ol Wie ghasses 1T oimile oul Qires swiie, p«.‘.-r.-:h]‘r
vy tndded peoclormg Tor the benefit of the Tengle
Tley walked aboul with avelwd nechs nroudly Nilted,
Llakine hieh stops, with wings outstretched, Lo Lurds
secnsjonuily bowing Lo caviy other, aneé as they pes-
fored, they ---I'.lr'l:u:.“‘l.' kept vallmg.  After n fow
minetes in 3 giveda plivee, they took to wimg and drifeed
uweross the towdra o humlred yards, where the cemne-
mony wias Lheu repealed ™

The lengln of time required for the juvenile swuu
o asemine Ml phimuge srems to be & pamnt o un-
Ccerbainty unnnig wuthorities. oelor ﬁlitlt"ll;["i}_ (uited
by Audubon (18000 «yve: ““Tho swan reqpiecs five or
X vears o geach e perfecl watwrity o sise and
plumnge, the vearhng eyenet bitug aboul one-third the
magnitude of the adull.”  Elliott (1898 suve: It 1
probable ehag il Lakes I"I"} five yedrs Lefore the pure
whire dress i paspved and Lhe bird bevcomes such an
Batrd, Brewer amd Hidgway
VIBRY ) wmnke o Smider dAatement.  Benl (1925) suys:
“1 eannot balieve that il takes u swan any such lemgll
of time t acquire its full plunisge.” .

arnamenial objrt

The song i luwent of the dying swan seans G o
wit ey poinl of urgmuenl bebween fhe phi el
wnd ormthomgists  The aneiemt Soerdes in the Thiu-
lgzas ol Plato buw this Lo way anent the subjeet:

Ul thoy pecevive D Sl st die, avs
i s alt thoie e lovg, o then sing wnore thisn

-

Nex-Ting  Swmn

e, fejoirtng in Lhe shouphl tont they ane abom to
go away to the god whise minigters they are.  Hut
men, boranse tley are themscives almid of dealls
slanderonshy wfinn of the swans that they ring
lagnent. . I do not beliowve thas Lo bre Lroe.

taey s and rejoiee in that day more than
they ever dil bejore,”

O the oty Land, 1. BlRobt Clonee, famed ornd-
thlogist, 1o iz “Key oo Noreth Ameviean Wipds"
L thog ey noereaary
Lor wcdel, that their foneiecd weseien) ability, ailier 1n
lalth ne wl Ake approach of death, 18 fagned by pocls
bl not conlivaed by examination of thor vooal ap-
thert are nin, muecles nor
other apparaves for modulating the vojee musieally.”

Finally, 1 confirmation of the elavns of e aneicnte
sl U poels, D D G oo (1598), reliabl ob-
seryver anr celebraced nntwradise, relates: “1 hal killed
INEDY sWhn and oever hieard aught Iroiu thien at any

FTEHT Y, By s of gwans:

JrLrutys.

time, save the famibar ooles hae resch tie cum ol
everyonn: in Uwar vicioity. DBul omee, wien shooting
i Cigriloek Bouml over water belougiog 16 & cinb of
wiich 1 am o member, m company with a [rivid, M
F. W. Ligwett, of New York, & number of swan passed
over us Al 4 ronsiderable hetgbic.  We fived ol thiem,
ond one splendid hind was mortally e, On reoeiv-
ing lits woundd the wings bivunie Oxed aud he com-
weneed at ooce b o, widels was contipued vntil Lhe
waler wux resched, neariv baad o wile sway, 1 2w
lu'lli:_rll'l.' LmaaRr with every pole 4 SWin 14 :‘u‘l'!bl(-h:ruj
o utter, st pever before nor etnoe kave 1 beand any
like: e wung by this stricken bard, Most pluantive
i rlidracveer and m=ieal i tone, U soonded ar Lines
like the =oft mmning of e noles n an octave, and
s Lhe souml was bome w us, mellowed by the dis-
tnnes, we swwd astomished and eoulil only exeliim,
Wi bave heard the song of the dviog swan' "

Swang, although sheir Sesl 3 pabucehle, ave never
anen favivably ronsidered ws gome bivds, The young
SWILEH Lk Raven 88 oveliets the male awans oy tobs
il thie female swans as pons,
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Quail

Contrary Lo populae heliel quail produee only one
bevy uf young during a siugle ResIing scazon The
faet that many yong bieds ae phserved nfich] during
die Inte eammer anil early Inll montls siwply indicates
ihat enarhier attewpts 1o nest. have breeni frmsluted by
tonds, predators of any one of o dozen vlber pimsible
o

The normul wcsting, Lime for qunil i Kansus begins
during the early part of Aprl aud conmues threuglhi
e enrly ddnyn ul Septemler, From twelve Lo vighteen
eggs nre usually laid before inenbutivn bogios. The
voung sre halehod after aloul twenly-Uhree dave,
They ull peep from ther shiells al about the same time
and wre ready to Jowve the nest us soun as tlieir maial
down i= dry,

The birds of o hevy e very foud of cach uther,
kecpiug togethet Wl ]'ul.-n-llllr al all tmes They !!il't]r
sitle by wide o cirealir group on thie grouwl eady
Lo hurst sway il surprived by honlers or predators.

Meting hegim al U first 21gn of punmiuer. Then the
piading en!l to gonil are lewed v ull sides.  The mule
v quiest of o mate s a1 guaryelsomne addividoal, fightang
fropcely with other taloy for Lig mmate Adier Ahe e
tual mating, the male i very attentive o the femsle
of s ohoiee, cousiderad 4 good provider and often
qesists the fommle in brooding, (eeling amed protect -
g the youmg.

Althonph we have suid The number of egpe pradueed
by the quail wn the will seldom exvends cighleen, it
i nob ymeomnon {ur pen rised bink 1o lay 1K W
wuee exgs during the liying season hoesse of Lhe
metinetive urge to produee al least one tirond of young
during thint Lime.

Law Enforcement

The Counuission’s Toree of gane proteclors crape Bl y
dincharged the muny jespopeibilities and i 1
sigmad tu it dunng the year. The action of many
conpte nl assevsing large finca agninse convieted lan
hroskers was n mutter of gratificalion and encourage-
ment w our lnw-enforcement officers.  In nther years
i bechme 8 cumdion practice of {he lower courlz to
aegcss only the widum fine ageonet thise who wore
sonvicted uf viotatiuy vhe sk apnd pume laws =l
fines naturally did wol deter the persistent pratiie= s
violurar from their evil ways, ‘They liad no fenr of
e eones e of small fines  They vondd contivue 1o
engnge in Lheir shiarp practices niton with a profit cven
alter (e fine had boey sepossed againes them, Larger
Huee will be the wwans of reducing the nun ber of law
cielator to o winimum amd 1o buslewing thal happy,
L anlooked-tor day when gime vun go theaagl from
wedsun Lo senson unmolesied,

KANSAS FISIE AND GAME

Tiee Fruivie Chekew o uidn tmetr e,

Prairie Chicken

The fint lills of castern Kausug awd the sand hails
of weslern Kansus ate (he puincipal prairiv ehicken
areas of this stale.  To the fomner arca we find the
Cirenter Prsirie Chieken anil the latter, the Losser
Pearrie Chicken

The wesr ol the preivie ehieken s uvariably a
mrolied growumd eavity contuung in wmos instanoes
but a fesnt guamity of wesling marerinls, The
pverage nest contiins some 12 o 15 cgigs. The inenho-
tion requires fram 21 to 23 daye The hens altend
wholly to the hntehing and rearing ol the young hirds

The artual mating of the praine chicken i pres ilod

by the mating dance; a welrd but interesting sight.

In the early speiog a= the love seasn appruachies thie
birds ©f both sex asscmble at their hoommg grounds
Wesore early duwn whoe the mades danee and eavort
befare the Scinales, emssing sl recrossing enek nihers’
paths with their air sarks inflated, wings drooping
taiiz spread sliffly into [an shape, treading tle groud
with such rapwlity and force that the soimd ol this
movement = mudible toc a distanoe of nearly ey
foer. The mates seldun lighl duing thess dagecs ml
steud, eopfident that then elassie daneing and pompaus
actions are sitficient in thewselves tu win the appreoval
of the hen of thear eiirce These mectings aind danees
are eontinued daily, ar until the liens iave ecaved Lo
lny and hegin ro sct

A the end of summer 4 earibon hock has accwud-
lnled n mamxinonn quantity of ful whieh lies np the
pnds aod i sewctines bwo aF Hirve inches thick

The bufiale, teaditional king of the western plains,

i one lime nermally runpil from the Atlantie seas
baard tw the Roeky Mouniains
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e dese Tuneakes, Shuren Spclogs, with a fea
@l thr tro snoles shid freos her =ar while slrivioz
Wallave ceudls B s

Wildlife Food Plants and Food
Plant Mixture

Tholow vs o Bise ol foil plands aed o food gl mix-
taee whiel sleuld Tuenish wildlife doed over a good
pavt ol the year, The wse of o phosphace [erlilzer
grently imereases the vield of wll of these spoetes, and
should b nasol 17wt all possible,

Noawer ul el Rare Per Arre Sewdmng fuma
Comtre [Ire,
Llays -
Hor e [ Lamalk
Mmairidlil
Lo g anllex

Frshlem  Uinsl o3
A o - oy misl Fums
. Yinpmes o
Alevw cnil Jdpe
Aaw, Junn,

anz July
larmpimbvtn=Tomeman ... Memli, Api]
nnsd Alny
Lespwitean-Seilma . . &5 paunds Apzl
i sl i punle ke A
Bliatil

Y LIRS 0T R
Lewnmaten amilles i
Woisnn e
By b R

A T S R
0 pinuls |!
B LU pcnile |!I
(LS S T

Jure wl By

Raccoons

The wnting nf thie anyminl, ru"nlpll:."}' kuown the
witlli and hrendil of the state ox “enon™ Eakes ploce
na per we ran be determined in midwinter, For a e,
il prodmpls the bollow linhe of Ll trees

Pl pestalion period w68 diys The young nui-
berw o three to six, ‘They wee belwyed to boomyg-
poeikmes jn breedie habils, Little petond mformu-
Lo regntilie Lheir fosnily Ble i the wild bz wvailnble
Lib 1ig

Ohir experieee with eaplive enons eanges us 1o eon-
chude 1har the mode = an ondesienbde parent because
6l luw (urioms propensity o destroving ils offspring
Whether this temleney i fou] in wald inate meeennns
i o wid e of colgectize

Sorlmps were introlieel n e U= abont 1550

Many Coyotes Taken for Bounty

Kansns fanpers wnd hoanters Jalled 55000 covotes
in the lost two wenrs. The reburms fur che current
guarler are ol in, of coucees but Lhe inbientiong g
that the bounty payoments for covoles o July will
Bie U Jurgest siee Lhe geate bogan pavine a bouoty.
Tl 141 Yegislobore wnde wn appeopriation ol 5,000
to pay & dollar a head dor eoyotes for the twendy-
sevin moolbs ending June H0, 1'M3. A year ugn in
Mareh that money was exhansied by the claims ol
the conmties, and the T8 degdalutare made an appro.
prevation of $20,000 te puy the delimency.

Crowrge Teobb, state anditor, eeposts A1l be ool poid
out wtl but F10 ol Uoe deficioney wppropriotion snid
hal elainid un approsioslely 1AM poyotes on fils
whieh would oot be pail wulil the vew Dmds becane
available Juke 1. The ledislature provided $15 00
n vear lur each fiscul year beginoimg Juty 1. The
cUrrent quarter 38 always the lurgest of the year ns
thiv is the seazon when the buvs get ont and die mto
coyole dens and wulher an the pups.

Hundeed nf cuvole pups huve been delvered
cotnty clerks alive. Bume of thwn areanged for Lhe
Lillimg and sralping of the pups while other rounty
elovks refused to accepl live wninuls Tor the bounty
Tl eouney eleslke poy the bounty amd theo present o
tloim o the state dor wharever has been puid ot
Une mian bromght in sixey-nine sealps al one time jn g
stigthern Kunzae ronnty

Biue of e comntics are paying 32 cach for each
witdp i 0 full-greowm coyale, lut only 31 dor Lhe pups
The vounty hus anthorily to poy o1 bonniy of $1 1o
adidition e chat paid Ly Wl slate, The grown aninials
are mure vicious aml desbenelive tlom the pups, lience
the lavger bounty pavments. Muoy calves, lamsbe,
nnd pigz have been repocted killed by Lhe voyotes
thromglmt the sprimg —Kansas Uity Star.

PPheasants

The pheasanl scason of 1943 10 the upinion of par-
Lol palitg sportstct waAs o Very pocn] one, Bieds, ne-
eording to the repors, were do b feomd i Jarge naen
bwrs Abeourhoul all of Lhe twonty-uie open eounties
in purthwrel Kansas, The luking of Lhe three enek-
erels nllowod for cuelr day was o #snll ehore for mast
I.ess expenenced J-
ters report getnng Lheir it only alter pulting m o
Beeauge of the wur condilions. the
expecied number of hantors was nob, aficld during the
pessemherefore many birds were ofi to @ mte te
PO Dweeding weesom, aned we cxpeet nol only lo renprn
Do st ] commdaes for huueing b sl to cpen sodili-
Fyotes) rutindes Lo pheasunl huotmg o B

of the expericnred sportxun

Lard doy'=s work.




Paye Six

TO KEEP TIHE RECORD STRAIGHT
“OLE DAVE" JO1S IT DOWN

‘Elhie city iuls of Conneil Grove, Ran-as, Lave st
May 28 s u date for the opening of tLe 525-acre lake
pear Uiay oty for firbing

A review of Lhe fish distribution veeards hore at the
harehery reveals tie envouraging information it the
lake has been srorked wirh approsimutely 100,000 G-k
of varving sive and ki,

Une of the best fish storwes Lonsd arounid i Fonze
ume iz the ane Ll Il‘_i‘ C Overing ."inhuqr[n*l when e
cntertained e stalehionse pras o st dineer e
otiner night,

Fishing with Ray 8. (Red) Derson au Bulingron
hest stoniuer Schoeppel was amaged 1o find tne Nensco
river viterin haiting hooks with long stripe of laundry
pop. Thinking it wil o Joke, the governor wae erill
more anuged when he found ehunne) ratfish on Uiese
e liooks & few hours later when lines were “run”
Fust. o imake save, he cut one of the fish apoa. hide
wius o lunk of taundry soup. 1 puw it wille ey own
eves, the governor argil,

Thin is deed a sorewy business, 1 you don't want
1 arow ol aenel huld befure your b, slay ol ul at,
Tredators nre the cause of our eustont spinl of dis-
couragemwnt.  Less Lthan 2ix weeks sgo ne were ralled
upan by a group of vauchmen whi complained that
their rancles wore helng overrun by coyotes.  They
wanted the game depoeliment by do something about il
at anv eet. Althougn we poinwed out that such an arc-
rivity wie mol the respongibility of the game depant-
mient we did suggest the empluyment, of teappers and
lie use of eyanide guns mt o means of mlivi. The
delegntion thouglit e a e soluvion wo theu prol-
lem despite our wamings to (ke contrary. Thst's the
rickeu!  Kall thes sll, voiced the aelegation spoke-
mam, Thut swme delegation ar at legse many of them,
were in the office the other dav with a new spokesman.
They complain now agsinet the oy sude gons und waul
the uss of them declarea to be au uniswiot praciice
The covobes, through 1ts cffeclive use, nave heen com-
pletely destroyed ann as & resalt rabhits have in-
cresscd to surh an oxtent, that damage done by them
10 i erops andd orcluscds exceeds (hat done L live-
stock wd poultry by tlie covoles,

The (urmer and rsnchinan will he fwced witli ihe
probiem of predators untit the end of time, The solu-
tion tu that problem lies not in the principal of com-
plete destruction, bt rather i e imore sejentifie prin-
cipal of predetor conteal, o s He comscryationisls pol
it. “tie maintaining of wslural basoees.”

KANSAS FISIL ANDY GAME

As Lhe epsuln of & Bombing foruy meeotly condacted
bv ke Fish ann Gume Comntision st the Judge
Gieorge L. Tlay furm neay Rago, Kansas, seversl thouss
wnd fewer erows will go northwanl this spring Lo
plague, plunder, pitlage or otherwise -abolaye ihe ci-
jorts of unesling ungrarory waterfowl, For saveral
davs preceding (he setun) hombing of this crow roosr,
lansaz Gune Proteciors opid Farme had  watelen
erows stresu it 1l in countless numbers,

Fouor lndred amed twelve bombe ted Lo tree tops
el eack emtainng a #lick ol dynmuite aml six
pounds of stect shor were fired simultaneouely alter
il birds hud settled aown for their night of roosting

The sctusl bombug wis done unner the pereonal
sypervimon of W. R Gaines, Superintennent of Ue
Oklahinms State Game Farme, s Glage Kirkpatriok,
Talsn, Chairman of e Okluhoma  Cormnission.
Charman lee Larmabee and olier membees of 1he
khansas Commission withessed the bombing. Noigh-
boring farmers ani weny sputtanm gesisted commis-
giom employers in killing Uhousands of crows it liasd
wstaped death but were severely ijued by e Ny irig
dint

Altliougis s a5 not the first instance Kansas hus
ttenspded to Dot craws outoaf the ptate 10 Lhe
lorge=t attenpl so (ar anderlaken

Ve reapening of the Meade Councy State Like nwsr
Vieade, Kansas, is being constdered by the Fisa sl
tiame Cormnission a3 a parl of Uwir angler prograng
for tlis vear, The lake was closed twa years aun fu
repuirs. ‘The renuired work, ineding Lie rebin Vil of
comrse or nncesivbile fish, the planting of fish shehters
and fish 4pawning beds has been eompleten. Reopening
ibe luke wll depend largely oo water supply conditions.

Fish

The variogs specics ol B<h reguireé & vunety o
spavwnng eondtione, Some prefer sand others gravel
and many otners mud spawning beds.  Here we pro-
pose tu distuss the spawning habits of Black Bass
st Channel Catfish

Bracs DBass—Whal we will sy rconeeening (he
spawning nabite of Ine luge-woutded black hiss will
be itom the reports of others who have made 4 stuay
af that netion here at the Pratt Fieh Harchery The
pomcds here do nor have thc gravel battoms and he
fiis st e the bt of exsting conditions,

T wale Osl is e nedl bullder, He bagins it
somstyuelion fu walers runging fvom one to fwo fect
in depth. The fish, once il has necided on » uesting
spot, renzoves st of the vegetuhle matter Liere i

and fans the selectorl apot with Hne and ueil nntil she

exravation lopming the nost is (rom twa o five ineles
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Page Seven

m depth and about Usdee the siee of the [sh i wideh.
The faorte of the nest s contieded by Lhe oeer
builder, apporertly Lo Reep bLocleaie until its wnate bos
been selected, Do the evenc [Le ot s sebocted bofore
e eompletion of the pest, che gssiziz the male in his
conztrarttn lebovs, Cheee [he fislh ave mated, tho male
heromes vory aetive and jealmzly guavids the Tomale
and their nest.

Tlee vort=lup of tluse el iz of Toiel dueation, only
a Tew diy= Tl iz a mongh ol Lumble nlTair, resulling
i omatey wonmle ang sears o both 2l Alter this
strange courtsiip fhe female begie e dopostinge of
bev wmes. Thoving chae set the qale 12 very nelive,
striking the femate wirl its el and shoulders moan
apparcnt elfort to foree the comapletaon of lee part ol
the spawning nel.

When the o ate Inatly emilied by the female, the
male cuuses Lhear Jerlibization by tnjecting his il
ltin the waters tomediately above thom,  he esxli-
mateld nwnber of ceps deposited by the frmabe borge-
menthed biack bass 1s gald to vary from toeo to bwenly
tl:ouzsad,

The male fizl mrds the eees anal st docing the
wreater parh of e Lo required Tor che incubation.
The length of that Lhe = deterineoed [sreely by water
termperalures.

CHanwen Carren—"The elhiannel cathsh spawn at

the ape of throe yvewrs, bur betleér resnits are gaoed
al Lbe [ourth and fiftls vear,

[Eeve at the hatehery spawning lakes ploce i kegs
supplied lor the purpose, Three or four Feges eoeacl,
poml are stubed down at a depth of about twe Teel
Under wales to keep thene o foating. The open
end of the ke is plaved loward open water, but they
o he paeed wp ooy side of he powd. For cormeen-
temee of eotkecling 1w spawiy, the Regs are plaeed] ahot
alx tn ton Teet apart.

If the water s clenr the male wed lemaie jony be
observed striking awd vecling around Lhe kegs, "The
male fizh ix the wwster of corenones, first proparing
the nest by cleaning the keg of &% and dirt. Aller the
dotets 35 eteaned from the log, o mwens secrolion i«
liberaled on the fewer inner =oetaee of the ke, mak-
g o very smooth, woxy appearing surface.

A lemale 12 selected by oche male and ured tnto the
liem. 1 the ferale refuses to go inco the kee, she w
vty tiones frealod coughly until she s persvaded inte
Lhe nest. Battles of males for favorite oesting ke
and favortte fomales al=o may cause nguries, soaoe-
tirnes rosulting 1 deatle

spawniie tolkos place 0 the devtime fom 8 Ao,
to b oqm, nnd usualbe 35 eompleled o frow ome Lo Lhreo
bours. The ke =il fesuale ey b in Lhe feps
bosadmd iy 4l saene darection, the vents close tngerlhier
add Cheir hodics slighey tileed onfsardly, [0 4ls-

turbied before spawning is complete, the fish will re-
turie imrmediately and ranplele the process,

AELer spawnime 35 completed, Lhe fomales loave t]n:‘

nest, cather witlingly, or by foree of the male fisl. At
ey rime has the male ever boon obzerved Lo leave Lhe
west unless disturhed. He remnatos over the emes cone-
Linuelly fannming them with the caudsal and anal ling
ter eloun them af sodiment,

Femnsle: zpawn but onee o venr and D all nb-
servialinn they have hot one mobe Tlowover, o male
way fake vare of one or ore females wosepsom, bt
lne never ik tooee Alian ome Temale nlog e,

The zize gnd numbor of oges cdepond upoen the =izo
ul the Teneinles. The frst vear, spawn 22 small and the
cegrs re setler inosize than those of females Lhat bave
spuwiell Jur two or mere seasons. The apnwae [eam o
tomnele ravres [romn one-thied of g poimd up Lo s1ix wed
onc-halt pound=,  The six and one=hall pound spason
i the bargest ever to be eollected at the Kansas hateh-
ery. The avorsge <pawn rumees (oo oe (o two and
ape-hia I pongnds,

Rabbit Industry is Hurt
by OI'A Ruling

A eriste in the Kamsas Jackrabbit eduslvy was re-
ported to Crrverior Aodrew Sehoeppe] recently amd he
=ail he wonkd de everything he could to prevent the
F1.000000 annuat business from disaster,

1. H. Caates, MePher=an dealer who etz witd rabbic
meent I edstern marlets, wrole e governor that g
tew odlier of priee adinistration seiling price of 24
cenls o head congld Ln wilh 58 B0 powrids ot ddressad
rabhitz in slorape which had eost him more cthan the
voiling figure,

M odwonediatoly ald off sovenieon emphoveoes and
vese] business ™ lie snnd, prodicting other Kansas
rabbil dealers would e lorced o do the sane

Crates cxplatned chat the 0% eelling was eslah-
li=hed o Panuary 26, wichout hearmgs or notice.  He
snded 3 meade no distinction hetweni Jackeabbis gvors -
ing Llree and s holl powunds deessed, sod cotdontatls
aversgiw oue wnd a lall pounds, but morely eslabe-
Hehed o hlanlad price of 30 conts o head for all va-
vieties, dessed or undressod, Previosly he bad been
petting 25 cents u poundd Jor jacks in Chicawo.

Tl denler predicoed e octem woukl clinsee
1RG0 pourwds of ralbit weat o ovear Trom che
rarlet and Lhoozunde of dellar: worth of {urs,

“This pew celling prioo s oniy a third of the New
York market priee” the povernor satd, “and ap-
pavently @owns put indo oifecn withent any invesiea-
tion,

it hite Waness prefty laed as o bog peodecer o
wilid paiihits ol e woine Goosee whal esn Le odooe
v eerreel U slisation
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EANSAS FISH AND GAME

ARRESTS IN JANUARY, 194
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Juckrabbits

With very little envouragenient w do so, we waonli
foregn o dierussion of this sibijoct,  But sinee jack-
ralibids are &0 eotoiuon o Kapsss and o source of w0
much wealth in many of anr citiznos, we fool that smne
discussion, however litoited, slurald be given to them
it is {he general opinion of uany suthortties that jack
rabbits do pot o the ondinary sense ol 1o word, oest

The wather jack t thoughe to profect her voung by
tuding thein in stpategic placs, visiting each of her
vonng at oighit when such visits can be made without
disclosing the seveval places of conccalment or other-
wige codstipering the salety of ber young to predalory
Lardls and annnals.

The same competent anihoritics beliese that jacks
Jo not paiy and char the mules of Ul specie are given
to iie proctice of jwlveamy. ‘The soung vary
wntober from oo Lo s, bul more olien ome 1o three
The b of boods praduces] each vear s o ntter
of uneerlusnly, dome wuthorities chibn but ope. Others
agree thut two broods conld be produecd noder [uvoy
able vircumstanees and conelibions. e in Rames
we know that, regardleds of the coptentives upinien of
others. that jnekrabbits multiply Lar Ao rapidly ancd
their numbers appent LW iovrease steadily each yoear,
despite vabbit deives, sacket ooting and other -
cumstinees arlinarly conmidered ymfavorabic ta the
inerense of wild game aninuts,
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National Wildlife Weck Set for
March 19 to 25

Netional Wildlife Week will be observed this yeut
with ithe week begimning Mareh 19 Doowclanmasd by
Mveident Roosevele in 1934, the week hus been ench
yvear sponsorcd oy the Navonal Wildlife Federation
fram its Waslangton, I € healdguartors

Puring the week the stary of wililife—its decling,
itz restaration and its ooneervalion — will be walid o8
theough che prees, Inom the public plationm and over -
the radio fo the 15000000 vonservatiopists in the
Vipdted Boawes,  How e vonservation of wildlise ties
in with pure waler, slanding forets, les erodion, with
nerre procusuye lends aod lewer dust bowls, wall bu
the thewe that peesenrs the druea of American hife.

The Xational Wilihie Federaoon each year issncs o

slieet of wildhie poder slamps whicl gre reprosduced ;

from pramtings by Dinwonr American natore ardinle y

This sear ¥ -pretes are pepie-ented in e B dume

on the shoop |
Clubs. sormcties and individuals atecesdod o seens-

ing further infornation abont the aetvites showld :'r

N W,

writr the Federnbion nl
Washunaton, T

1212 Sixtecenth =i,

Morc persome bnve henvd owls than have seon them
boeaase nwsl awle are nebive at nrght,




Tlas month's cover pieture i of e bnabel erow
ronst nenr Rage. Ronsas, sod <lows only o part
of Hue geneend vesnles,
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